
         
 

North Central RLRI 2023 Featured Speakers – Ames, Iowa 

 

 Friday Evening         January 20  
 
Elizabeth Mendoza, DVM 
Dr. Elizabeth Mendoza is a 2005 graduate of the University of Tennessee College of Vet Med. After 
graduation she ran off to sunny southern CA, met Jesus there, and enjoyed small animal emergency 
and general practice in Upland for 9 years. She also met her husband Jaime in CA. Shortly after, they 
got married and moved back to TN to raise kids and cows in 2014. They have 4 kids – Elena (8), 
Jeremiah (6), Ruben (4), and Isaac (2). Elizabeth joined CVM’s staff full time in 2018 as the North 
Central Region Rep. Her favorite surgery is a good old fashioned laceration repair and her life verse is 
Jeremiah 29:11. Email: emendoza@cvm.org 

 
 Saturday        January 21 
 

Devotion 
 
Heidi Janecke 
Heidi Janecke and her veterinarian husband, Dr. Bill Janecke recently returned from their 1st mission 
trip to Bolivia 2 years ago. They went to Bolivia 2001 and stayed 17 years. (maybe not the best 
approach) Heidi served the Lord at a children's Home for Boys and Girls called Talita Cumi in Santa 
Cruz, Bolivia. The Janecke's took their 2 young kids Holly, age 10, and David, age 7, at the time. They 
attended and graduated from the Santa Cruz Christian Learning Center and returned to the states for 
College. Heidi and Dr. Bill migrated to Des Moines, Iowa two years ago to live near their daughter and 
her husband and to be part of our baby granddaughter who will arrive in Feb 2023. 
 

Session I 
Karen Schuder, EdD, MDiv, MAM  
Karen has extensive experience helping people in times of trauma, coaching people to function 
sustainably, and leading organizations.  She provides ongoing resilience training for organizations 
such as the Duluth Veterinary Hospital, the College of Saint Scholastica School of Nursing, and 
Sociedad Amigos de los Ninos in Honduras.  Karen also developed and led a wellness program for 
Duluth Medical Residents.  Educational endeavors include emphasis on resilience, compassion 
fatigue, dealing with conflict, cross-cultural competency, ethics, and systems theory applied to 
leadership.  Her present focus is on supporting people who help others, because she knows how 
hard it can be.  Karen’s book Resilient and Sustainable Caring: Your Guide to Thrive While Helping 
Others provides an array of strategies based on theory, experience, and interviews with veterinary 
professionals and others in helping roles around the world.  Karen and her husband, Steve Schuder 
DVM, own a veterinary hospital in Northern Minnesota where they enjoy the beautiful outdoors.   
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Session II 
 
Brandon Scharping, DVM 
Dr. Brandon Scharping grew up in rural Wisconsin, and met his wife, Morgan on a mission trip during 
college. Morgan and Brandon both attended the University of Wisconsin for Veterinary School. He 
graduated veterinary school in 2017. Drs. Morgan and Brandon have been working as food animal 
veterinarians at Lena Veterinary Clinic in Lena, IL ever since. Their daughter Avery was born in June of 
2021. Avery is now on the move walking everywhere, and keeps her parents on their toes. What a 
blessing she has been to their lives! They live in the countryside of Pearl City, IL. However, they are 
still avid Wisconsin Badger and Green Bay Packer fans. 
 
John Coatney, DVM 
Dr. John Coatney was born and raised in Tulsa, Oklahoma. After graduating from Oklahoma State 
University’s CVM in 2005, he served as an Army Veterinary Corps officer in Italy, Chicago, and Iraq. 
John and Kristen were married in 2008. After the Army, John pursued degrees in theology and 
biblical studies at Wheaton College. In 2014, they moved to Ames, Iowa, where John worked on a 
PhD in Veterinary Microbiology. In 2019 they moved to Mekelle, Ethiopia, but had to return soon 
thereafter due to COVID and a civil war. They have four boys – Charlie(8), Easton(7), Judah(5), and 
Titus(3). 
 
Diane Noll, DVM 
Dr. Diane Noll has been in mixed animal private practice for 40 years in Iowa, just recently selling her 
practice and returning to relief work.  She has ventured into some teaching at a local Vet Tech 
school, but 4 children, and 12 grandchildren keep her busy in between trips with CVM to Nicaragua 
and Haiti.  An additional passion calls her to Zambia, Africa frequently where she and her husband 
lead a ministry to over 250 orphans, beginning with a feeding program and now growing to a 
Christian academy for the orphans in the community.  Diane’s current veterinary interests are the 
history of veterinary medicine, women’s topics, and the survival of the small-town veterinarian.   Dr. 
Noll may be contacted at leftydiane@gmail.com.  
 
 
 

Session III 
 
Nancy Krutzsch, CVPM 
Nancy Krutzsch’s passion has been veterinary medicine since high school. Over the last decade, she 
has served in every role, from kennel to manager. Nancy’s bachelor’s degree in Management came 
from Mizzou (MIZ!). After working in practice as a manager, she spent several years as a veterinary 
pharmaceutical sales representative. Nancy obtained her CVPM and returned to practice 
management in a consulting role and then a full time manager position. Recently, Nancy returned to 
Nutramax Labs as a Regional Sales Manager.  Outside of work, she and her husband spend time on 
their farm with their cow/calf herd, chickens, and pets. Nancy has three young adult sons who are 
busy attending college in Missouri. 
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Kailey Ann McPhail, DVM 
Kailey Ann McPhail is a 2018 University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine graduate. 
Born and raised in South Florida, she now is a displaced Southerner working her dream job as a 
Food Animal Veterinarian in Southeastern Wisconsin. It was through CVM that Kailey Ann came 
to understand how the Lord intertwined her passions for Jesus, livestock production, and 
missions all into one. She co-leads the annual CVM Native American Short Term Trip to the 
Navajo Reservation with her friend and fellow Gator-grad Dr. Logan Elmore. She has been 
married to Aaron McPhail, a fellow UF grad, for 3 years who agreed to live in the Midwest with 
her. 
 
Lindsey Abrams, CVT 
Lindsey is a CVT of 10 years working at a veterinary dermatology practice in the Twin Cities. She is 
currently pursuing specialty in animal dermatology. Lindsey is a South Dakota native and has been 
blessed with the gift to give back to her home state by serving the Native American people of the 
Lakota nation with CVM. She rededicated her life to Christ 8 years ago after a long struggle with 
living worldly. 7 years ago, Lindsey gained a loving husband and 3 children.  Their family has a 
beloved GSD named Liberty. Together, they serve in their church and at outreach events. 
 
 

Session IV 
 
Michael Joyce, DVM 
Dr. Michael Joyce is a 1994 graduate from Kansas State University, who has spent his entire mixed 
animal practice life in the Midwest.  He has been involved in CVM participating in trips to Bolivia, 
Paraguay and to the Native American peoples of the Navajo and Lakota nations. He is currently 
helping to lead trips to the Native American people of the Lakota nation and serving on the CVM 
Board of Trustees. He also served as a “Farm.D.” in the jungles of Belize with iServants International. 
Mike likes to spend time reading and visiting antique stores with his wife. He is currently on 
sabbatical from playing drums in his church’s praise team. You can also catch him in the garage with 
various projects from automotive to woodworking. 

 
Dan Bieck, DVM 
Dr. Dan Bieck is a 1998 Iowa State University College of Veterinary Medicine graduate.  He practiced 
medicine for just over 22 years, and in 1998, he and his wife sold their practice to Heartland 
Veterinary Partners.  He now works for them as a University Relations Manager.  In May of 2022, he 
went on a mission trip to Mongolia through CVM and V.E.T.Net, which changed him forever.  Dr. 
Dan's purpose in life is to help as many people as possible, whether through lectures discussing 
burnout and compassion fatigue or discussions about faith and mission trips.  He is passionate about 
his faith and his work. 
 
Lauren Charles, DVM 
Lauren is an Auburn grad, class of 2005. After private practice for three years and a year at Banfield, 
she lived and served with CVM in Bolivia for three years. There she quickly went from being single to 
having a family of four, including her handsome husband, Jon, beautiful Bolivian daughter, Angie, 
and their Bolivian Labrador, Ruby. Her growing family brought her back to the U.S., where she's 
currently based out of Louisville, KY. She's added two sons and a daughter to their family and she's 
serving as CVM's Workplace and Student Ministries Director and also oversees the Mideast region of 
the US. 



Dr. P from “The Shepherd’s Pursuit” 
P and E, along with their two children, will be serving in Africa. The Lord captured P and E’s hearts 
with a desire to know Him and to make disciples while in undergraduate studies. As a married couple, 
they worked in campus ministry together for a year before P felt led by the Lord to pursue veterinary 
medicine at Iowa State University. E continued to work full time in campus ministry while also 
completing a Master’s in Public Health – Global Health. In veterinary school, P was involved with the 
ISU CVF chapter and P and E completed several short-term trips through their campus ministry work 
and through a CVM apprenticeship in Africa. Throughout those years, God continued to show them 
His heart and plan for every people group to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Since graduation, P has 
been working as a mixed animal practitioner in Wisconsin. He has a passion for using veterinary 
medicine and animal health training as a doorway to provide urgent physical and spiritual need. E has 
worked as a stay-at-home mother. She has a passion for maternal/infant nutrition and hygiene 
education and women’s ministry. 
 
 

Session V 
 
Lauren Charles, DVM 
Lauren is an Auburn grad, class of 2005. After private practice for three years and a year at Banfield, 
she lived and served with CVM in Bolivia for three years. There she quickly went from being single to 
having a family of four, including her handsome husband, Jon, beautiful Bolivian daughter, Angie, 
and their Bolivian Labrador, Ruby. Her growing family brought her back to the U.S., where she's 
currently based out of Louisville, KY. She's added two sons and a daughter to their family and she's 
serving as CVM's Workplace and Student Ministries Director and also oversees the Mideast region of 
the US. 
 
Diane Noll, DVM  
Dr. Diane Noll has been in mixed animal private practice for 40 years in Iowa, just recently selling her 
practice and returning to relief work.  She has ventured into some teaching at a local Vet Tech 
school, but 4 children, and 12 grandchildren keep her busy in between trips with CVM to Nicaragua 
and Haiti.  An additional passion calls her to Zambia, Africa frequently where she and her husband 
lead a ministry to over 250 orphans, beginning with a feeding program and now growing to a 
Christian academy for the orphans in the community.  Diane’s current veterinary interests are the 
history of veterinary medicine, women’s topics, and the survival of the small-town veterinarian.   Dr. 
Noll may be contacted at leftydiane@gmail.com.  
 
 

Session VI 
 
Panels! 
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Evening Challenge 
 
Danielle Mzyk, DVM 
Dr. Mzyk hails from North Carolina where she attended North Carolina State University. While at NC 
State, she completed a Ph.D. in comparative biomedical sciences with an emphasis on farm animal 
pharmacology while finishing her DVM degree. She has served as a national responder for the Food 
Animal Residue Avoidance Databank (FARAD). Dr. Mzyk currently practices in a mixed animal 
practice in rural Wisconsin and is involved with missionary work serving with the Christian Veterinary 
Mission. Dr. Mzyk is an avid lover of the outdoors and enjoys hiking, camping and adventures. She 
shares her life with her husband Philip, a mischievous cat named Artoo and a goofball shepherd mix 
named Finley. Email: daniellemzyk@gmail.com 
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